MFL rules could hinder programs

By Tim Eisele
Conltributing Writer

Madison — Two new efforts by the DNR to match
novice hunters with Managed Forest Land landown-
ers are unique ways to help new hunlers get into the
sport, but the programs may be in danger of failure
before they even get started.

The efforts are part of the Deer Management

Assistance Program and DNR Hunter Recruitment
and Retention Program. Both face challenges for

involving private landowners who have their wood-
lands enrolled MFL.

MFL landowners may not allow people to hunt
their woodlands in exchange for volunteering their
labor on the land.

Doug Duren, president of the Wisconsin Alliance
of Forest Owners, reminds landowners that if their
land is enrolled in MFL, they cannot participate in
anything that gives something of value in exchange
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Duren said that although
WAFD supports efforts to match
new hunters with landown-
impsortant o e Eheear Land
i exchange for hunting rights, it
cani't ber cone o0 MFL land.

“The right of landowners to
receive ‘consideration’ for use
of land enrolled in MFL was
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recoaErse, Wi Act 30 was sigred
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“Thas affectied more than 2 mullon
acres of private forest Lind in the
state.”
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“We're trying to balance the
finamcial aspect of cwndng wood-
good abtizenship,” Duren said.
“That's what at’s all absout.”
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Landowners who enroll their woodland in the stale’s Managed
Forest Law may not lease their land or accept in-kind

assistance in return lor hunbing privileges.

taed i agrsoilinural laned, and he
can lease it cast for hunbing if he
desizes to do so. The propesty tax
rate on that is £3.50 an acre.
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result is that woodland owners
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